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The FOUR-WAY TEST of the things we think, say or do.
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?

3. Will it build GOOD WILL
and BETTER FELLOWSHIP?

4. Will it be BENEFICIAL
to all concerned?
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December 21, 2009

On a cold clear winter afternoon on December 21st, 27 Rotarians, 43 guests (including PP
Jeff H and Don W) and Santa Claus gathered at Palio’s for our annual Holiday Party. It was
wonderful seeing so many family members, past club members and hopefully future
Rotarians at the meeting. The pledge of allegiance was lead by PP Nick “the Italian Stallion”
C, one verse of America by Charlie “Party Hearty” V and a wonderful Invocation by PP Dan
“the Reverend” L. Charlie V led us in the Welcome Song.

In the true spirit of the holidays, fines were plentiful. PP Jeff H got things rolling with happy
dollars for his son’s engagement. PP Nick C, in a show of ethnic pride, had happy dollars for
PP Jeff’s son being engaged to someone of Italian decent. PP Bob Sacco fined all Paul Harris
Fellows who were not wearing their pins. PP Dan B and PP Dave E had happy dollars for
having their daughters at the meeting. Dave S had happy dollars for selling his boss a win-
ning Rotary raffle ticket (did you get that raise?). Kay M had happy dollars for the satisfac-
tion of delivering blankets to residents of nursing homes over the course of the past week.
Don W was pleased to be back with us and to be celebrating his 79th birthday. PP Dave E
fined PP John O, PDG Jack M and Don W for sitting together at the Patriot Bank table.

President Doug spoke about the Polio Plus program and informed us that money raised at
today’s meeting would be donated to the Rotary Foundation Polio Plus program. Club mem-
bers generously filled Santa’s hat with $1477 which was matched by an anonymous club
member, bringing the grand total to $2954. If my math is correct, this is enough to inoculate
1000 children. Now that is a holiday gift!

As usual, Charlie V put together a wonderful program for our holiday meeting. The
Lexington High School Madrigal Singers performed a concert of Christmas and Chanukah
music, some of which was arranged by the students. The group received a well deserved
standing ovation to which they rewarded us with an encore. Charlie also distributed gifts to
all the women in attendance and one lucky person at each table went home with a beautiful
centerpiece from Wagon Wheel nursery.

The meeting ended with 2 raffles. PP (inner wheel) Kathy M won a gift certificate to Palios.
The 50:50 raffle was for $140. Having won last year’s holiday raffle for the exact same
amount, I was feeling like my chances were pretty good. Unfortunately for me, and fortu-
nately for SAA Julianne D, I missed it by 1.

Get out your calendars:

No more meetings this year.

Next meeting, including board meeting is January 4th

Wishing you all a happy holiday and the best in the coming year.

PP FS
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